Magnetic resonance imaging in renal infarction and ischemia.
Two cases of renal segmental infarction and 1 case of renal patchy ischemia demonstrated by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) are reported. MRI of renal infarction in two renal grafts following surgical ligation revealed an area of noncorticomedullary differentiation and an area with a low signal intensity. Renal ischemia in 1 patient with acute renal dysfunction with severe loin pain and patchy renal vasoconstriction was visualized as an ill-defined focus of low signal intensity in the renal cortex, indicating a long T1 relaxation time. Delayed wedge-shaped contrast enhancement was demonstrated on CT scan in the same area. The common finding in renal infarction and ischemia in our cases was the area of low signal intensity on MRI.